November 9, 2018

The Honorable Ajit V. Pai

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
455 12+ Street, Southwest
Washington, DC, 20544

Dear Chairman Pali,

On behalf of Memorial Hall Library, I write to express my concern about and disapproval of the
proposals and tentative conclusions set forth in the FCC’s September 25 Further Notice of
Proposed Rule Making in Implementation of Section 621(a)(1) of the Cable Communications
Policy Act of 1984 as Amended by the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition
Act of 1992, MB Docket 05- 311.

Memorial Hall Library, the public library in Andover, Massachusetts, relies on Andover TV to
record important events and programs so that they are available to the public, providing
additional opportunities to make information available to our citizens. They are a valuable
community partner to the library, and are woven into the fabric of our community, providing
opportunities for civic engagement as well as a historical record. People are able to watch
programs on local cable stations and to view them any time through the video archive on
Andover TV’s website.

This local presence enables the residents of our Andover to watch uniquely local programming
about their community and local events and issues of interest to them. And that was the intent of
the PEG provisions of the 1984 Cable Act — to enhance local voices, serve local community
needs and interests, and strengthen our local democracy. By defining “franchise fee” in an
overly broad fashion to include “in-kind” support, the FCC’s proposals will shift the fair balance
between cable franchising authorities and cable operators and will force communities to choose
between franchise fees and PEG channels, — something that was never the intent of the Act.

We appreciate your consideration and hope you will protect PEG channels in our community and
others by choosing not to adopt many of the proposals in the Further Notice.

Sincerely,
Stefani Traina, Community Services Librarian

Memorial Hall Library, 2 North Main Street, Andover, MA 01810
straina@mbhl.org, 978-623-8451

CC: The Honorable Michael O’Rielly, Commissioner
The Honorable Brendan Carr, Commissioner
The Honorable Jessica Rosenworcel, Commissioner
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